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ONE HUNDRED AND SIXTY-THIRD
ANNUAL REPORT
of the
Selectmen, Treasurer, Clerk, Road Commissioner, 
Superintending School Committee, Superintendent 
of Schools and Auditor
of the
TOWN OF BOWDOINHAM
Incorporated 1162
Population 1920 , 1030
For the Year Ending February 10, 1925
S T R O N G , M A IN E  
J. h .  Pinkerton, Printer
1925
Town Officers for 1924
Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the Poor
R. A . D IC K IN SO N  W. J. G R A V E S  J. W. BISH OP
Tow n Clerk
JE S SIE  M. A M E S
Treasurer
IV A N  E. L A N G
Road Commissioner
E. S   L A N C A S T E R
Collector of Taxes
P A U L  A M E S
Superintendent of Schools
A R T H U R  L. TODD
School Board
C. E. H A C K E T T  C. L. BROW N E M IL Y  RID EO U T
Fire Ward
C. H. M cEW EN
Constable
E. S. L A N C A S T E R
H ealth Officer
Dr. I. C. IR ISH
Auditor
R. D. PU RIN TO N
Report of Selectmen
Valuation
Real estate, resident 
”  ”  nonresident
Personal estate, resident 
”  ”  nonresident
Total' valuation
No. of polls 266 
Rate, $37.50 per thousand
Appropriation s
Repair of Highways 
”  Bridges 
’ ’ Sidewalks 
Maintenance State Highway 
Repair of State Aid Road 
Cutting bushes 
Snow bills 1923 -1924 
Common Schools, conveyance, etc. 
Free High School 
Text Books
Repair of School Houses 
Support of Poor 
General Expense 
Electric Lights 
Payment Bond No. 13 
Int. on School Bonds 
Fire Engine Note 
Int.
Payment on A. Q. Randall Note 
Int. on ”  ”  ”
4Int. on Eliza Mustard notes
Salary Supt. of Schools
Memorial Day
Rent on Carr Playground
Boys &  Girls Agricultural Club
Care Soldiers’ Monument Lot
State Aid Road
Purchasing fire engine hose
State tax
County tax
Overlaying
Total commitment
General Expense
J. L. Pinkerton printing Town Reports 
R. A. Dickinson express ”
Loring, Short &  Harmon Town books 
N. E. T. &  T. Co.
Chas. W. Jack stamp for weights &  measures
Leslie Barrett driving hearse
I. M. Fowle ballot clerk
Walter Crockett water works
Paul Ames salary, collector
John Hysler care lock up
Leslie Barrett driving hearse
Walter Sedgley pipe for water works
Jos. M. Hall watering trough
E. S. Lancaster Heath case
H. E. Cornish ballot clerk
Earl L. Brown Heath case
R. E. Pratt
Paul Ames salary
Leslie Barrett driving hearse
P. A . Cannon gas & repairs fire truck
Paul Ames salary
5Times Co. printing voting list
M. C. R. R. freight on fire hose
W. W. Brown ballot clerk
E. S. Lancaster booths, water pipe, etc.
Emily Rideout ballot clerk
Geo. F. Denham abatement B. F. Ware
Boring Short &  Harmon Town books
Leslie Barrett driving hearse
Lawrence Jenkins Brown fire
Henry Brown ”  ”
Roger Robinson ”  ”
W. S. Carver janitor Town Hall
Mrs. Elizabeth Bishop ballot clerk
Emily Rideout ”  ”
E. L. Temple Town Hall booths
Paul Ames salary
A . P. Verrill watering trough
Denham’s Garage tires fire engine
Loring Short &  Harmon Town books
Kennebec Lodge K. of P. rent of office
”  basement for fire truck
Clifford Smalley Brown fire
A. P. Verrill
Geo. Brown ”  ”
C. H. Bass
Myrick Heath ”  ”
Don Millwood ”  ”
Leslie J. Brown ”
Albert Trott ”  ”
R. E. Trott
E. L. Brown ”  ”
Noris Roullard ”  ”
Orman McGee ”  ’ ’
U. G. Hulse services sheriff
J. M. Pratt Brown fire
M. J. Pratt
(Continued on page 9)
Report of Town Clerk
Births Registered in Bowdoinham, Maine, for the Year Ending Dec. 3 1 , 1924
Date Name of Child Sex Name of Parents
Feb. 6 Aletta Leonia Female Talbert H. and A m y  Rogerson
. Mar. 5 Robert C. Male Robert C. and E m ily  Wallace77
23 Mary Matilda Female W illiam M. and Agnes M. Brown*7 23 G eorge  Henry Male Horace J. and Bertha E. Millay
April 3 Bernard Russell Male Charles F. and Florence L. H unt7 7 '3 Maurice Male W ilb ur M. and Edna E. Small7 7 14 Frances Louise Fem ale Karl D. and A. Gretclien Hatch7 7 23 Charles Raymond Male Archie R. and Marion G. Hanson
May 3 Charles Norman Male Thomas W. ar.d Helen M. W ildes
June 7 Ralph Cvprien Male Cyprien and Josephine V. Lajoi
Sept. 12 Sarah Inze Female Clifford vS. and Irene B. Smalley7 7 20 Helen Irene Female Litlico and Elizabeth Allen
Nov. 7 Irving Gilbert Male Alby L. and Clara E. Temple
Name
Martha W. W eym outh 
William H, Blanchard 
Rebecca A. Holden 
L ucy  P. Robinson 
Alfred R. Baker 
Mary Alice Graves 
Alfred S. M axw ell 
James Fulton 
Malvina C. Thompson 
Marcia A. Meads 
H enry Tem ple 
Marshall H. White 
Nettie C. Ames 
Clarence P. Bates 
Verson Allen 
Sarah C. Y o u n g  
Ruth Plumer 
Alberta J. Temple 
Hiram L. Hackett 
John Tibbetts 
James L. Minott 
Martin Greene 
Sarah L. Elliott 
w a l t e r  W, Woodward 
Robert W. Carr
Cause of Death
Mitral Insufficiency 
Cancer of Stomach 
A poplexy
Carcinoma of Liver
Old Age
Nephritis
Angina Pectoris
Cerebral Hemorrhage
Bronchitis
Bronchial Pneumonia 
Cancer of Colon 
Athero-Metous Condition 
Cancer
Bronchial Pneumonia
Fractured S k u ll— Accident
Old Age
Myocarditis
Apoplexy
Old Age '
Fractured S ku ll— Accident 
General Paralvsis 
C erebral Arterio Sclerosis 
Carcinoma
automobile Accident 
Bronchial Pneumonia
Date Age
years mos- days
• Jan.
) »
) J 
* )
Mar.'
))
> >
May
June
i)
July
)  t 
>> 
f y
Aug.
I >
> ) 
y >
Oct. ’
Nov.
)>
Dec.
Deaths Registered in Bowdoinham for the Year Ending Dec. 31,1924
Marriages Registered in Bowdoinham, Me. for the Year Ending Dec. 3 1 , 1 9 2 4
Date Contracting Parties
Apr. 5if 12
a 27
June 28
Aug. 27
Dec. 3ft ii
> ) 24
Harold G. Clark and Myrtle Vinol, both of Augusta, Me.
Vernol D. Rogers of Bowdoin and Esther P. Pierce of Bowdoinham 
James E. Allen of So. Portland and Helen S. Wildes of Bowdoinham 
Charles E. Coombs of Bowdoin and Ola M. Woodward of Bowdoiubam 
Norman W. Pauling of Bowdoinham and Mary W. Swett of Richmond 
Donald B. Grant and Emily Picking both of Bowdoinham 
Morrice J. Skelton and Olga Emily Swanson both of Rowdoin 
Wallace h. Hunter of Bowdoinham and Hazel G. Baxter of Ashland, Me.
Respectfully Submitted,
JESSIE M. AM ES, Town Clerk
9E. A. Lamoreau watching Cornish fire 
Leslie Barrett driving hearse 
Fred S. Pratt Brown fire 
R. H. McEwen ”
C. H. McEwen fire ward
”  inspector 
Brown fire
E. S. Lancaster constable
Geo. F. Denham salary Town Clerk
’ ’ Treasurer 
Vital Statistics
I. C. Irish Heath case
Health Officer 
Vital Statistics
Harriett Hackett Int. on note 
E. S Lancaster ballot clerk 
R. A. Dickinson assessor etc.
Town Agent
Leslie Barrett driving hearse 
Jessie Ames Town Clerk, vital statistics 
Paul Ames discount on taxes 
R. A. Dickinson repairs on lockup 
water works
W- J- Graves assessor etc.
J. W, Bishop traveling expenses.
assessor etc.
Paul Ames abatements in 1923
—  1924
balance salary 1924 
cost of tax deeds 
J. H. Ames legal papers 
Leslie Barrett driving hearse 
Horatio Hall int. on note 
Ivan Lang services as Treasurer 
By Appropriation 
Overdrawn
ro
Bridges
Paid A. W. Soule lumber 
W. H. Miller 
P. A. Little
R. E. Temple 
Lithco Allen .
Robert Temple
A. E. Temple 
A. Berry
S. W. Pratt
C. W. Gray
R. A. Dickinson
S. F. Williams 
A. Berry
' R. H. McEwen
C. F. Staples 
E. S. Lancaster 
Robert Fulton 
S. F. Williams 
A. Berry
D. S. White
E. L. Temple 
C. A. Newton
Eaton Hardware Co. paint
Geo. S. Fassett
Robert Temple
E. A. Jordan
S. F. Williams
E. H. Card .
S. P. Coughlin 
H. H. H&nson 
A. Berry
A. W. Pike lumber
> >
Robert Wallace
Paid L. B. Kelley
E. P. Kendall lumber 
Leslie J. Brown 
Locke Crouse 
M. D. Pratt 
E. S. Lancaster 
W. B. Kendall 
W. E. Rideout 
R. A. Dickinson 
J. E. Cornish 
By Appropriation 
Overdrawn
Value plank on hand
Sidewalks
Paid S. W. Crockett 
Walter Pratt 
A. Berry
E. P. Kendall lumber 
C. A.. Newton 
Aaron Soule 
Chas. Hall 
Unexpended 
By Appropriation
Third Class Highway
Paid Ed Woodsum 
R. S. Webber 
H. H. Hanson
H. A. Hanson 
F. A. Heath
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Paid H. H. Hanson
H. A . Hanson
Mont Woodsum
H. A . Hanson
H. H. Hanson
F. A . Heath
Mont Woodsum
Penn Metal Co.
H. A . Hanson
Alton Hanson
H. H. Hanson
S. F. Williams
H. A . Hanson
Harry Hanson
M. D. Pratt
Locke Crouse
H. A . Hanson
J. S. March
A. Berry
S. F. Williams
F. A . Heath
A . S. Temple
H. H. Hanson
Albert Hanson
H. A . Hanson
J. S. March
Leslie Barrett
Hattie Fulton gravel
W. E. Miller
A. Berry
Locke Crouse
Robert Woodworth
E. S. Lancaster
James Pratt
Geo. Fassett
13
Paid M. D. Pratt
W. B. Kendall
Richard Frye
Received from State
Overdrawn
State Aid Road
Paid N. E. Metal Co. culverts
F. A. Heath
Clifford Gray
S. W. Pratt
D. B. Cornish
Clifford Gray
William Gray
H. E. Chenney
Mont Woodsum
Robert Wallace
Marian Ingals
W. L. Dinsmore
J. B. Hamm Co.
R. A. Dickinson
Mont Wood6um
Ray Douglass
Penn Metal Co. culvert
Fred Thomas
Zina Maxwell
E. S. Lancaster
S. F. Williams
Eocke Crouse
H. A. Hanson
J. S. Marsh
Alton Hanson
H. H. Hanson
9 9
14
Paid W. B. Kendall
Ed Woodsum
Chas. Fogg
H. H. Hanson
M. D. Pratt
Neil Bishop
J. W. Bishop
Leslie Barrett
E. S. Lancaster
D. B. Cornish
Robert K . Millay
W. M. Small
A . S. Temple
A. Berry
By Appropriation
Recived from State
Unexpended
Poor Account
Alton Leonard board Harry Preble
Arthur Verrill ”
J. F. Blodgett ”  IdaJ. Dingley
Tim Small ”  John Tibbetts
Care and burial expense of John Tibbetts
I. C. Irish medical attendance
”  ”  A. Baker
R. A . Dickinson supplies Mrs. Sheppard
J. E. Cornish-
By Appropriation
Due from A. E. Small
Paid Hattie A. Hackett 
By Appropriation
Bond No. 13
Fire Engine Hose
Paid Henry K. Barnes Co.
By Appropriation 
Unexpended
Street Lights
Paid C. M. P. Co.
Unexpended
By Appropriation
Fire Engine Note
Expended
By Appropriation
Interest on Engine Note
Expended
By Appropriation
Interest on Bonded Debt
Paid Coupons
By Appropriation
Memorial Hay Fund
Paid Geo. A. Blodgett 
By Appropriation
i6
Care Soldier’s Lot
Expended
By Appropriation
Boys’ and Girls’ Club
Paid Lona Hackett 
By Appropriation
i Carr Play Ground
Paid Mrs. R. W. Carr 
By Appropriation
Superintendent of Schools
Paid Arthur L,. Todd 
By Appropriation
Town Hall Account
Paid C. M. P. Co. lights
R. A. Dickinson supplies
Receipts above expenditures 
Receipts
Patrol Maintenance
Expended by State 
By Appropriation
State Pensions
Paid per Geo. F. Denham 
Received from State
Eliza Mustard Fund Note
Paid per Ivan Eang 
By Appropriation
Improved State Aid Road
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Paid E. S. Lancaster
H. A. Hanson
J. S. Marsh
A. Berry
Mont Woodsum
S. F. Williams
M. D. Pratt
Alton Hanson
Locke Crouse
C. N. Fogg
W. B. Kendall
H. H. Hanson
By Appropriation
Received from State
Overdrawn
F IN A N C IA L  S T A T E M E N T
Liabilities:
A. Q. Randall note 4 per ct.
'  f  > > )
Eliza Mustard ”
Bonded Debt 
Chemical Engine notes 
Resources:
Road Machine 
Wood lot 
Lumber on hand
Due from State sheep killed by dogs 
”  ”  A. E. Small acct. J. Tibbetts
”  ”  Paul Ames, Col. 1923
1924
Cash in Treasury 
Liabilities above Resources
R. A. DICKIN SON ) Selectmen 
W. J. G R A V E S  [ of 
J. W. BISH OP ) Bowdoinham
i8
Report of Treasurer
A. Q. RANDALL FUND 
DEBIT
RACHEL DUNNING FUND 
DEBIT
Cash Augusta Savings Bank
Note in Treasury 
») »)
Cash ” Feb,
Interest on notes
CREDIT
Paid Deserving Poor 
Notes in Treasury 
Cash Augusta Trust Co.
ELIZA MUSTARD FUND 
DEBIT
Note in Treasury Feb. io, 1924 
Cash Bath Savings Institution 
”  in Treasury
Int. on deposits 
”  note
CREDIT
Paid Deserving Poor 
Note in Treasury 
Cash Bath Savings Institution 
”  Augusta Trust Co.
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Cash in Treasury Feb. io, 1924 
Received interest on deposit
CR ED IT
Paid Deserving Poor 
Cash Augusta Savings Bank 
”  ”  Trust Co.
NO BLE M A X W E L L  FUND
D EBIT
Cash Bath Savings Institution 
”  in Treasury 
Received interest on deposits
CR ED IT
Paid Deserving Poor 
Cash Bath Savings Institution 
”  Augusta Trust Co.
L E W IS M. FU LTO N  FUN D
D EBIT
Cash Gardiner Savings Inst. Feb. xo, 1924 137 12
Received interest on deposit 8 36
CR ED IT
Cash Gardiner Savings Inst. Feb. 10, 1925 145 48
Respectfully Submitted,
IVAN LAN G , Treasurer
In Account with Town of Bowdoinham
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Receipts:
To Cash in Treasury Feb. io, 1924 
Paul Ames 1922 taxes
1923 taxes
1924
Horatio Hall borrowed money 
License R. S. Warren pool table 
”  H. L- Tar Auctioneer 
”  V . H. Lowell fireworks 
State Treasurer tax on bank stock 
Third class highway 
State Aid ”
R. R. &  Tel. tax 
Improved highway 
School Fund
Dog licenses
”  ”  refunded
Town of Bowdoin tuition 
Town Hall 
State Pensions 
Interest on deposits 
Disbursements:
By Town of Bowdoin tax 
Dependent children 
Engine House note and interest 
”  ”  interest on note
County tax 
State tax
State Highway patrol 
Dog licenses 
State Pensions 
Borrowed money repaid 
Interest on borrowed money 
Town orders 
Teachers Feb. pay roll
Bal. .In Treasury Feb. 10, 1925 218 74 32066
Respectfully Submitted,
I V A N  LANG, Treasurer
Report of Road Commissioner
\
Highway
SUMMER
Paid Lithco Allen
Stephen Pratt
A. R. Warren
E. S. Lancaster
C. P. Bates
R. P. Verrill
Geo. Pitcher
H. E. Chadwick
Chas. E.. Williams
C. P. Bates
E. A. Lamoreau
Geo. H. Fassett
E. S. Lancaster
H. A. Witham
L. R. Coughlin
C. P. Bates
Sam Batchelder
David Creesey
C. W. Gray
H. A. Witham
Robert Temple
E. S. Lancaster
Geo. S. Fassett
James Pratt
Lawrence Jenkins
H. H. Little
Albert Siegers
A. S. Borjerson
1 Leon E. Batchelder
Sam Batchelder
Jennie Maxwell gravel
John Hall
C. E. Lamoreau
A . Berry
M. H. White &  Son
C. F. Hill
A . P. Knight
A. B. Kelley
\
Lewis Moore
C. F. Williams
A . B. Kelley, Jr.
E. S. Lancaster
H. C. Rollins
Arnold Poulin
Harry Hanson
J. S. Marsh
A. E. Temple
Ed Woodsum
Melvin Jenkins
E. L. Brown
C. F. Lamoreau
E. G. Pert
Lawrence Coughlin
Merton Webber
Morris P ratt.
A . Berry
J. P. Dunn
E. S. Lancaster
George Leavitt
Leslie Barrett
Mont Woodsum
Robert Woodworth
1 Berger Mfg. Co.
E. Sylvester
Locke Crouse
S. F. Williams
F. A . Heath
Sybel Briry gravel
A. Berry
J. M. Hall
Geo. S. Fassett
G. F. Coughlin
H. E. Chenney
J. H. Whitmore
J. C. Dill
Albert Henderson
Mary J. Morse gravel
Marshal Small
Geo. Thompson
C. F. Thomas
E. H. Card
A. P. Verrill
H. D. Man waring
Robert K. Millay
W. F. Purington
C. E. Berry
Wilbur Small
D. B. Cornish
Geo. S. Chadwick
J. W. Bishop
C. F. Hill
R. A. Dickinson
By Appropriation
Overdrawn
Cutting Bushes
Paid E. A. Lamoreau
. Albert Siegars
Robert Woodworth •
Stanley Peva
A. B. Kelley 
A. B. Kelley, Jr. 
Lovejoy Bros.
C. E. Berry 
By Appropriation 
Overdrawn
Paid A. Baker
A. R. Warren 
Arthur Verrill 
Sam Batehelder 
Eithco Allen 
Arthur Verrill 
H. A. Witham
B. R. Temple
C. W. Gray 
W. J. Graves 
A. Baker
D. B. Cornish 
Geo. H. Hackett 
Jos. M. Hall
W. C. Dinsmore 
W. S. Given 
Albert Siegars
F. B. Huntley 
A. S. Borjerson 
Leon E. Batehelder 
Millay Bros.
WINTER
1 Albert Henderson
V. H. Blinn
C. E. Lamoreau
Robert Woodworth
M. H. White & Son
C. F. Hill
J. C. Dill
R. D. Hogan
H. E. Powers
A. B. Kelley
H. C. Rollins
E. L. Brown
C. F. Lamoreau
E. L. Brown
J. P. Dunn
F. A. Heath
Robert Wallace
Clifford Heenie
Chas. Hamline
A. S. Temple
C. A. Jack
H. E. Cheney
Zina Maxwell
G. A. Blodgett
M. D. Pratt
R. E. Patten
W. H. Leo, Jr
F. D. Jenkins &  Son
W. S. A. Maxwell
Geo. Thompson
J. P. Card
E. Sylvester
H. D. Manwaring
R. K. Millay
Leslie J. Brown
C. E. Berry
Respectfully Submitted,
E. S. L A N C A S T E R ,
Road Commissioner
Report of Collector
Amount of Taxes Due Feb. 10, 1924
Paid Treasurer 
Balance due
Commitment May 10, 1924 
Supplementary
Total Commitment
Paid F. P. Webber 
W. H. Gould 
R. C. Meserve 
Chas. S. Hatch 
Chas. Philbrick 
E. S. Lancaster 
W. B. Kendall 
E. D. Cornish 
H. A. Witharn
W. S. Given 
C. O. Purinton 
By Appropriation 
Overdrawn
* Paid after books were closed
Respectfully Submitted,
1
PAUL AMES, Collector •'
Feb. 14, 1925
Paid Treasurer 
T ax Deeds
Errors and Abatements 
Discount on Taxes paid by Aug 
Uncollected Taxes 1924
Delinquent Tax Payers 1924
Irving Heath 
Nathan Leavitt 
Fred Merrifield 
Charles Preble 
Ed Woodsum 
Sam Wildes 
T. W. Wildes 
H. A. Witham 
Marcia Meads Est. 
Lithco Allen 
Richard Brown 
Robert Fulton 
Melvin Jenkins 
William Miller, Jr. 
Lewis Paradis 
Jas. Pratt, Jr. 
Chas. Rumrill 
Total .__
28
School Report
FIN AN CIAL STATEM ENT FOR TH E YEA R  ENDING
FEB. io, 1925 
Common School Account
Resources:
Balance Unexpended Feb. io, 1924
Town Appropriation
Tuition
State School Fund 
Disbursements:
Teachers’ Salaries
Gladys Raymond 
Hattie Andros 
Edith Rowe 
Nellie Sylvester 
Verna Yeaton 
Elizabeth Heath 
Beryl Burnham 
. Ethel Iyittlefield 
Miriam Ingals
Fuel.
C. G. Brown 
C. E. Berry
W. B. & E. P. Kendall 
A. P. Verrill 
A. B. Kelley, Jr.
Milton Given 
F. S. Meachem 
Robert Wallace 
W. S. Carver 
Oliver Poulin
G. A. Sylvester 
Reginald Gray
Janitors
W. S. Carver 
Nellie Sylvester 
William Weymouth 
Arnold Lamoreau 
Verna Yeaton 
Harold Hackett
Conveyance
Robert Wallace 
M. D. Pratt 
Mary Heath 
Charles Berry 
Minnie Atkins 
Edward Atkins 
E. L. Emerson
Tuition
Town of Topsham
Board of Pupil
29
E. S. Lancaster
Total Disbursements
Balance Unexpended Feb. io, 1925
30
H IG H  SCH O O L A CCO U N T
Resources:
Balance Unexpended Feb. io, 1924
Town Appropriation
Tuition
State School Fund
Disbursements:
Teachers’ Salaries
Uloyd Robinson
Ernestine Porter
Thelma Grover
Norman Tozier
Janitor
William Carver
Fuel
• C. G. Brown
W . B. &  E. P. Kendall
Milton Given
William Carver
Total Disbursements
Balance Unexpended Feb. io, 1925
T ext Book &  Supply Account
Resources:
Balance Unexpended Feb. io, 1924
Appropriation
Disbursements:
American Book Co.
John C. Winston Co.
Starkey &  Toner
3i
Silver, Burdett &  Co.
Little, Brown & Co.
Milton Bradley Co.
E. E. Babb & Co.
D. C. Heath & Co.
Ginn & Co.
Houghton Mifflin & Co.
The Macmillan.Co.
Allyn & Bacon
Rand McNally & Co.
Howard & Brown
Hinds, Hayden & Eldredge
C. B. Dolge Co.
Arthur L. Todd
Lewiston Journal Co.
Sprague’s Journal
R. A. Fife Corporation
W. F. Dunham
J. L. Hammett Co.
McKinley Publ. Co.
Benj. H. Sanborn & Co.
Rowe, Peterson & Co.
J. E. Cornish
Maine Public Heclth Assn.
Elmer Jordan
H. Mansir
Balance Unexpended Feb. 10, 1925
i
Repair Account
Resources:
Balance Unexpended Feb. 10, 1924 
Appropriation
32
Disbursements
C. E. Knox 
J. F. Milligan 
J. E. Cornish
R. A. Dickinson
D. S. White
B. L. Ludwig 
Brunswick Coal Co. 
Walter Crockett
C. M. P. Co.
Rogers Bros.
Perley E. Joy
Arthur L. Todd
U. G. Hulse
Forest G. Smith
C. Hamlet
John Pooler
Robert Wallace
Elmer A. Jordan
W. E. Rideout
Balance Unexpended Feb.
SUMMARY
Total Resources
Common School Account 
High School Account 
Text Book & Supply Account 
Repair Account 
Total Disbursements
Common School Account
High School Account
Text Book & Supply Account
Repair Account
Balance Unexpended Feb. io, i
33
Recommendations for the Year 1925-26
After a careful investigation of the needs and expenditures 
of the Bowdoinham schools and an estimate of the probable re­
sources other than town appropriations, the Superintending 
School Committee hereby recommends the following appropria­
tions for the year of 1925-26:
Common Schools $4300 00
High School ! 2300 00
T ext Books & Supplies 500 00
Repairs • 300 00 7400 00
Respectfully Submitted,
Charles E. Hackett ) Superintending 
C. L. Brown > School
Emily Rideout ) Committee
Superintendent’s Report
To The Superintending School Committee and Citizens of
Bowdoinham:
I hereby present for your inspection and consideration my 
second annual report of the condition and needs of the Bowdoin­
ham schools.
The past municipal year has shown a marked progress in 
your schools. Some of the obstacles which have hindered the 
work have been removed, and a foundation has been laid for im­
proved conditions. Now you are ready for the upbuilding of 
your school system.
Some people may think that radical changes should be made 
at once. If we could we would gladly do so but we must keep in 
mind the fact that we are not dealing with mechanical devices but 
with the impressionable minds of children. The best results can
34
usually be obtained through a gradual process of development 
and not by making abrupt or radical changes. Thus it may be 
seen that some little time may elapse before the majority of the 
citizens will notice any marked improvement in the schools, yet 
those who study the situation closely will be aware that the 
child’s training and surroundings are being affected by a slow 
and steady development of better conditions.
During the spring term the work was satisfactory in many 
respects, but at the end of the school year both teachers and 
school officials realized that some who had completed the grade 
school work were not fitted for high school. These scholars had 
completed the required subjects in the text books and had rec­
eived passing ranks in the same but were, like a large percentage 
of the students who have entered the high school during the past 
few years, lacking in the drill which would make them profici­
ent in the work. The scholars in question studied through the 
summer under the direction of the superintendent. In the fall it 
appeared that five of the seven might be qualified to do second­
ary school work and so they were permitted to enter the high 
school on trial. No diplomas from the grammar school were giv­
en them and they were given no assurance of being allowed to 
stay in the high school any definite period of time. However, it 
seems probable that three will be able to do the high school 
work in a creditable manner as two are obtaining good rank and 
the other fairly good. The others have shown that they were 
not fitted to undertake the work and at the beginning of the 
spring term it is probable that arrangements will be made for giv­
ing them the needed training.
This has proven in a forcible manner the inefficiency of our 
grade school system. For several years it has been very notic­
eable that high school students are sadl)’ deficient in a thorough 
knowledge of the fundamental subjects taught in our grade 
schools. This is a fault of the system and not of the teachers 
employed. Under conditions existing in Eowdoinham I consider 
it practically impossible for the average scholar to obtain a satis­
factory foundation for high school in an eight grade system.
35
It is true that he can cover the required amount of text book 
work but in order to do this he must be hurried along and only 
a few of the children are able to grasp a fair understanding of 
the principles involved. A thorough drill upon these fundament­
al subjects, especially arithmetic and grammar together with 
their applications, is essentially necessary for the child to be fit­
ted for entrance into high school. Such a drill cannot be given 
under present conditions in Eowdoinham in an eight grade sys­
tem.
Take some of the classes which have entered your high 
school. See them decrease in numbers year by year. Observe 
the work of the students remaining in the school. How many 
are likely to graduate? A careful consideration of these details 
will convince you that the grade school preparation of these stu­
dents is not what it should be. It is true that some drop out of 
school because of lack of interest but you will find that the ma­
jority leave because they are unable to do the work in a satis­
factory manner, and investigation will show that the reason for 
this inability to grasp the high school subjects is the result of in­
sufficient training in the grades. These young people are as well 
equipped mentally as those in any other town but have been re­
tarded and injured by the system to which they have been sub­
jected. This year we are trying to remove this obstacle and have 
returned to the nine grade system which is better suited to the 
nee:’s of your town. As a result the entering class in the high 
school will be quite small during the coming year for at present 
there are only two scholars enrolled in the ninth grade. However, 
these two and the students of future years will demonstrate by 
their ability to assimilate the work of the high school that the 
extra year's work is not only beneficial but necessary. I
On September fifteenth the present school year opened with 
the following corps of teachers: Coombs High School; Mr. Lloyd 
Robinson, principal and teacher of mathematics, science and his­
tory. Miss Ernestine Porter, assistant and teacher of English, 
French and Latin: Coombs Grammar School; Mrs. Edith Rowe, 
grades six, seven and eight: Coombs Intermediate School; Miss
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Gladys Raymond, grades three, four and five: Coombs Primary 
School; Miss Hattie Andros, grades one and two: Millay School; 
Mrs. Nellie Sylvester: Ridge School; Miss Verna Yeaton: Jeller- 
son School; Mrs. Elizabeth Heath: Bishop School; Mrs. Miriam 
Ingalls.
This year under the existing conditions it seemed best to reopen 
the Bishop School but at the end of the fall term it did not seem 
advisable to continue it for a longer period. Some of the scholars 
in this section moved away, some are being conveyed to the vil­
lage schools,and arrangements have been made for the others to 
go by train from Harwards to the Richmond schools.
In the high school the number of town scholars remains a- 
boutthe same as last year but there are not as many tuition stu­
dents. The high school standards have been raised and excel­
lent work is being done. On the whole I doubt if any two teach­
er high school in the state has better instruction than is given in 
Bowdoinham. The great hindrance to the work is the lack of in­
centive on the part of some students. This retards the progress 
of all students in the school and prevents the best results from 
being obtained. A  student whose only object is to get through 
the year’s work with a mark of seventy per cent, who is willing 
to take chances upon the lesson without studying it carefully, or 
who is absent from school whenever any excuse can be found,is 
not only forming habits which will prove detrimental to his or 
her life but is inflicting an injury upon all the other students in 
the school. To such students I will say that while I do not be­
lieve you are intentionally retarding the work, as long as }rour 
lack of incentive continues you are a mence not only to your 
school but also to all activities which are for the improvement of 
conditions in your town.
There are several students in the high school even among 
those in the upper classes who will not be promoted at the end 
of this school year unless there is a marked improvement in at­
tendance and work. Parents, you should examine your child’s 
record of attendance and rank very carefully and if dissatisfied 
inquire into the reasons for the same.
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This year the school committee is asking for increase in the 
school appropriations. A ll resources and expenditures have been 
carefully estimated and considered before making these recom­
mendations, and the appropriations requested must be made if 
you wish to keep your schools up to the present standards.
Thanking the citizens for their cooperation and interest, the 
school officials for their kindness and support, the teachers for 
the loyalty shown and willingness manifested in assisting me in 
the work, and the children for the pleasant associations, I will 
close this report with the request that each parent and citizen 
will endeavor to visit the schools cne or more times each term 
and do what he or she can towards the upbuilding of the schools 
of Bowdoinham.
Respectfully Submitted,
ARTHUR L. TODD,
Superintendent of Schools
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Auditor’s Report
Feb. 21. 1925
I hereby certify that I have audited the official 
books of the town of Bowdoinham, Maine, for the year 
1 9 2 4 -1 9 2 5  and find the financial standing of the 
town truly set forth in the statement given, proper 
vouchers for all monies paid out, the books correctly 
kept and balances properly cast.
Respectfully Submitted,
R. D. PURINTON, Auditor
Recommended For 1925
Repair of Highways 
Bridges 
Sidewalks 
State Aid Road 
Maintenance State Highway 
Repair State Highway 
Cutting bushes 
Snow bills 1924 
Common Schools 
High School 
Text Books
Repair of school houses 
Support of Poor 
General Expense 
Electric lights 
School Bond
’ ’ Interest 
Fire Engine note
”  Interest
Payment on Mustard Fund note 
Interest ”  ”
”  Randall ”
Salary Supt. of Schools 
Care Soldiers’ Lot 
Memorial Day 
Rent of Play Ground 
Boys and Girls Club
SU M M A R Y
Appropriated Recommended
CO M M ITTEE ON A P P R O P R IA T IO N S
Highway Dept, 
School Dept. 
Miscellaneous
Town Warrant
S T A T E  O F M A IN E, S A G A D A H O C  SS.
To Ernest S. Lancaster, a constable in the town of Bowdoinham 
in County of Sagadahoc.
Greeting: -
In the name of the State of Maine you are hereby required 
to notify and warn the inhabitants of said town of Bowdoinham 
qualified by law to vote in town affairs, to meet and assemble at 
the Town House in said Town on Monday, the second day of 
March, A . D. 1925 at ten o ’clock in the forenoon to act on the 
following articles, to wit:
Art. 1. To choose a moderator to preside over said meeting. 
Art. 2 To hear the reports of all town officers.
Art. 3 To choose a clerk for the ensuing year.
Art. 4 To choose all other town officers except Collector, viz: 
Three Selectmen, Assessors and Overseers of the Poor, 
Town Agent, one member of the School Board, Treas­
urer and other minor officers.
Art. 5 To choose a Road Commissioner for the ensuing year. 
Art. 6 To see what per centum the town will pay for the col­
lection of its taxes.
Art. 7 To choose a Collector of .Taxes.
Art. 8 To see if the town will elect a Town Auditor. 1 
Art. 9 To see what sums of money the town will raise for the 
ensuing year for:
Repair of Highways
Repair of Bridges
Repair of Sidewalks
Maintenance of State Highway
Repair of State Aid Road
Cutting Bushes
Snow Bills 1924-5
Common Schools (Conveyance, etc.)
Free High School 
T ext Books
Repair of School Houses 
Support of Poor 
General Expense 
Electric Lights 
Bond No. 14
Interest on School Bonds 
Note on Fire Engine 
Interest on Fire Engine Note
Payment on A. Q. Randall Note 
Int. on A. Q. Randall Fund 119 84 
Int. Eliza Mustard ”  100 57
Salary Supt. of Schools 375 00
Memorial Day 35 00
Rent of Play Ground 15 00
Boys’and Girls’Agri. Club Work 35 00
Soldiers’ Memorial Lot 10 00
Art. 10 To see if the town will vote to fix the compensation per 
hour to be allowed men, horses and oxen employed by 
the town on roads, sidewalks and bridges.
Art. 11 To see if the town will fix per diem wage for Road 
Commissioner
Art. 12 To See if the town will vote “ yes”  or “ no”  on the 
question of appropriating and raising money necessary 
to entitle the town to State Aid as provided in chapter 
25 of the Revised Statutes of 1916 and amendments 
thereto • /
Art. 13 To see if the town will appropriate and raise the sum of 
$1066 for the construction of the State Aid Road as out­
lined in report of the State Highway Commission; this 
amount being in addition to the amounts regularly rais­
ed for the care of ways, highways and bridges; and being 
appropriated under the provisions of Chap. 25 of the 
Revised Statutes of 1916 and amendments thereto, to be 
applied as follows: One-lialf approximately, on the e x ­
tension of tlie section of State Aid Highway construct­
ed in 1924 and located in the easterly part of the town; 
one-half, approximately, to the section partly completed 
in the westerly part of the town between the Bowdoin 
town line and the State Highway.
Art. 14 To see if the town will vote to authorize its Selectmen 
and Treasurer to make temporary loans in anticipation 
of taxes.
Art. 15 To see if the town will vote to allow a discount of 2 per 
cent on all taxes paid in cash before Aug. 1, 1925.
Art. 16 To see if the town will authorize the Superintending 
School Committee and Selectmen to sell any or all of 
the following school buildings, provided that any reason­
able offer may be obtained: The Brown’s Point School 
Buildings, the Lancaster School Buildings, the Carding 
Machine Road School Buildings, the School Buildings 
on the Federal Road near the property of Frank Curtis, 
and the School Building on the River Road near the 
Thomas Farm.
Art. 17 To see if the town will vote to raise $100 for repairing 
the foundation of the old primary school building.
Art. 18 To see if the town will vote to raise $300 for the pur­
pose of painting the following rural school buildings: 
Ridge, Millay, Jellerson, Bishop and White.
Art. 19 To transact any other business that may legally come 
before said meeting.
Respectfully Submitted,
R. A. Dickinson ) Selectmen 
W. J. Graves ?- of 
J. W. Bishop ) Bowdoinham
